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Keeping still along the sea-shore, we came in
half an hour to a little-domed fountain on the
brow of the cliff, and observed that the beach
beneath was covered with small shells, to the
depth of several feet*
We now approached Jaffa, over a desert soil*
This town, seated on a^promontory, and facing
chiefly to the northward, looks like a heap of
buildings crowded as closely as possible into a
given space ; and, from the steepness of its site,
these buildings appear in some places to stand
one on the other. The most prominent features
of the architecture from without, are the flat-
tened domes by which most of the buildings are
crowned, and the appearance of arched vaults.
There are no light and 'elegant edifices, $o
towering minarehs, no imposing fortifications,
but all is mean and of a dull and gloomy aspect.
Turning up from the beach a little to the left,
we passed through a Mohammedan burying-
ground, and came tp the great gate in the eastern
wall, before which lay six fragments of grey gra-
nite columns. The walls and fortifications have
a weak and contemptible appearance, compared
even with those of Accho; as at that place, the
entrance is prepossessing, but its interior disap-
points the expectations raised. After passing a
gate crowned with three small cupolas, there is
seen on the right a gaudy fountain, faced with
Q 2